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Foreword

On October 1st 1960, the Ni gerian State came into existence with the
Union Jack of the British lowered, and hoisted in its place, the green
white green Flag of Nigeria. When Nigeria emerged as a nation In
1960, its legal system as well as its political and economic life was
inextricably linked to Britain. Thus, at the time of independence, the
Nigerian Legal System was made up of Customary and Islamic law,
Nigerian legislations, Case law and the received English Law which
consisted of Common Law, Doctrines of Equity and Statutes of
General Application that were in force in England on 1 January 1900.
This terminal date 1s as entrenched in section 32(a) of the
interpretation Act. The received English law remains part of Nigerian
law and the courts have continued to apply same where legislations
have not being passed.

Over the years, the Nigerian State has evolved, shaping its policies to
meet with the challenges and exigencies of its time. Within the
municipal legal system, there have been a lot of changes that has
altered the structures and institutions in place fifty years on. In the
course of fifty years, the Nigeria legal system has seen a marked
departure from what obtained at independence. Whilst, remarkable
progress and changes have been recorded in certain areas of the legal
and political life of the nation, some others have been slow at
responding to the challenge of an evolving nation and so have
remained substantially the same as when attempts were first made at
regulation.

[n this tribute to a nation at 50, the Nigerian Institute of Advanced
Legal Studies, has chronicled and examined in 26 chapters, the
salient features of developments in the period under review, 1n
different facets of the nation ranging from its constitutional evolution
and development, different aspects of commercial and criminal law,
law of evidence, copyright, company law, environmental protection
to family law and inheritance. The discourse in these different areas
of Nigeria's legal system in the last 50 years has also exposed the
inadequacies of many of the legal framework to address and
effectively deal with issues 1n their respective sector, revealing the
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